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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment received on 9/9/2005. 

2. A reference is made to the fax, dated 2/13/2007, whereby Examiner's proposed 
amendments were incorporated in the claim in order to expedite the allowance. 
Applicant, however, later decided not to proceed with the amendments and requested, 
dated 2/27/2007, for another Office action. Based on which the above said 
amendments, via fax, are not made of record. A new rejection is followed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1, line 8 recites the limitation "devices may be transmitted..." is indefinite 
and vague. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said ports" in line 22. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schweitzer III (US 5,160,926) ('Schweitzer' hereinafter). 

Schweitzer discloses a communication processor apparatus between plurality of 
devices with data communication capability in a given location or connected remotely, 
comprising: 

Network system with plurality of ports for devices to be connected (40-43, fig. 2) 
at least one port of entry of control commands (IS01 , IS02, figs. 2 & 4) 
at least one port for receiving / transmitting data from devices to another devices 
(see Summary, col. 2, lines 11-27) 

receiving / transmitting means for communicating between devices in port to 
remainder of apparatus 

means within apparatus for selectively configuring communication parameters 
associated with each port to enable proper communication between apparatus 
and devices 

means fore storing and retrieving 
means for storing user commands 
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means to process data from devices 

control means for controlling data flow and commands within apparatus and 
between ports 

(see figs. 2, 4 & 5, col. 3, lines 33-38, col. 5, lines through col. 6, line 1-8) 

Claims 2-5. The ports (fig. 2), as discussed above, are functionally the same as 
intelligent electric device port wherein intelligent electronic devices (IED) such as 
protective relays and /or meters are connected to (see col. 3, lines 33-38). Schweitzer 
further discloses at least six type A relay contacts (ports) A1-A6. Although not 
specifically disclosed but any of the above IED ports are capable being a master port 
per convenience of user whereby a display, a computer or a printer can be connected to 
and automatically configured for the same device. Schweitzer further discloses the 
serial data format wherein the communication parameters include baud rate, number of 
data bits, stop bit and parity bit (see col. 3, lines 39-46). 

Claims 6-10. Schweitzer discloses means for receiving and transmitting (four ports 40- 
43, fig. 2) and as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above means (port) for control 
commands (IS01 and IS02) including commands defined by users, for example a 
keyboard entry, scroll command, status or clear commands (see fig. 5) to carry out 
specific functions associated with each command. Schweitzer further discloses means 
for accepting signals from protective relays and providing signal to output (col. 2, lines 
64 through col. 2,lines 1-8, col. 6, lines 9-29, col. 8, lines 58 through col. 9, lines 1-68). 
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Claims 11-13. Schweitzer discloses means for providing time information for 
setting up time clock of devices attached therewith including internal clock (see col. 10, 
lines 25-50). There is no specific disclosure whether or not source of the time 
information is an externally generated IRIG-B time code signal. However, as admitted 
by the Applicant (see col. 4, lines 44-46) IRIG-B time code signal is known and old. 
Claims 14-16. Schweitzer discloses means for making the apparatus transparent 
to received data from one or more than one port. Also disclosed is a communication 
port 40 connected to internal modem wherein it in known that external telephone lines 
may be connected to modem for transmission (see col. 3, lines 46 where port 42 may 
be connected to port 41 via a null modem and is transparent to the received data). 
Claims 1 7-20. Schweitzer discloses circuitry that includes buffer storage for each 
port and other means for temporarily received storing data and long term non-volatile 
memory (RAM etc.) (see col. 5, lines 63 through col. 6, lines 1-8). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 21-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yalla etal. (US 5,224,011); Bealkowski et al. (US 5,210,875). 
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8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Afsar M. Qureshi whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
3178. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Field Lynn can be reached on (571) 272 2092. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



3/5/2007 



